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INTRODUCTION

it 15 a well known fact to all scholars that the Purusir-
thas, which are so called on account of their being sought
after by all people, are divided four-fold wvsz, Dharma,
Aitha, Kaima and Moksa. The nature and scope and the
significance of their bemng called Purusarthas deserve to be
discussed as briefly as possible.

DiArRMA -

Dharma 15 a means for the attainment for Divine Bliss.
Really what 1s sought after 15 the bliss which results from
Dharma; still the name Purusirtha 15 also applied to Dharma
which 1s only the means for attaining the desired object.

it FBwer sA: 99T @@ 9WE gen sesala

N0 T9ATERE 94 G4 aQEd  qwied Q@ aska
(aRaoash. X 9915F, 63 SgaE)

‘FpATIAREAd 99T (FRAR0AF 1. iv. 14)

Even as a week person gains a viclory over his enemy
with the help of a powerful king, so also a person bereft of
any other help becomes victorious with the help of Dharma
alone. Hence Dharma 1s known as Purugirtha.

‘GEIGA AR@G] iaeigE, addigaiay gdor a9y

A (FEGROAF 1. 1v. 14)

Dharma is two-fold, that which is to be accomplished,
Sadhya which includes sacrifice, gifts, offering of oblations
etc , and Swddhe which denotes Biahma The Brahma also 1s
refeired to as Dharma.

bgngr O y 6 R
Fo0l gq gaEan’ ‘Al Bmgae aa:
The Vedas are the authority for these two kinds of
Dharma. The Sttras defining Dharma are
‘AEARGOUSAT T Mymamsasitra L. i 2)
‘Wﬁf@lﬁiﬂlfﬁ' (Brabmasitra I. 1. 3)
In the Sitias
ECEELERRCEE CREEEEITY (Mimdmsasiitra 1 1. 4)
A
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‘gg FF9IA  (Brahmasitra . i 4)

it has been established that Dharma cannot come within the
scope of Pratyaksa since Pratyaksa can be the mieans of
grasping only such things which are present and nearby. Since
Dharma, which results from the performance of Yoga ete.,
does not possess any form and it arises only at the conclusion
of the sacrifice, it cannot be perceived by Pratyaksa Pramina,
Hence it is also known as Adrsta. Though the sacrifice cte,,
can be perceived by the Indriyas, its capacity to bestow bliss
on the sacrificer is known only through the Vedas, Thus the
definition of Dharma ziz., the means for obtaining the Divine
bliss is established.

Though Brabma is Sidha, Sistra alone is the Pranina
for it. §ri Sankara Bhagavatpida has said that Brabma is
known as the cause of the creation protection amd destruction
of the Universe only through Sastra. Ile who is ignorant of
the Vedas cannot know Him.

‘grERE T A SFARERT AgEnaa gafbsia
‘qyEEFAga d ggad
Nor is Brahma capable of being inferred, since no linga
or hetu for the establishment of Dharmadbarma is known
to exist. It is sought to infer the existence of Dharma amd
Adharma through Sukha and Duhkha, even as fire is inferred
from smoke. The relationship between Sukhaduhkla on the
one hand and Dharmadharma on the other hand is known
only through the Vedas. Hence Veda alone is the authority
on Dharma and Adharma. '

st gheR (Gautamadharmasiitra 1)

Brahma which is of the form of bliss and realised by
knowledge is sought after by Purusas. Hence it is known as
Purugartha. The following Smrti texts bear testimony to
the nature of Brahma and its realization.

‘EREAEE s | Y & ‘amRanl o aw & am
WAty ‘atid AEwaraEg’
Though the Vedas are the real authority on Dharma, Smrti

and others which derive authority from the Vedas are also
regarded as the authority on Dharma,

The greatness of Dharma is thus described in the present
work i—



INTRODUCTION iii

‘GEREIRE SRS g |
AR 97 ¢ & @4 q T qEgan ||
sfiErgaedisiy A @A |
sagREAIsh 9ilis: efacgaig ()
Al gaiQ Bl qika 9Akgl g9 |
ARa waal i ik gwEy a@: |
°©
(FHER 1 seard 31-33 BIFL)
ARTIIA (—
The term Artha is applied to wealth, land etc., which
are earned by the King in a righteous manner in order to
protect the different families that have settled in his country.

It also embraces everything that helps in the protection of the
people. Kautilya has said

‘giiear @ greR W gERAdIE QA Sendar’
(Kautilya’s Arthadastra Siitra 1)
The term Purusirtba can be applied only to that Artha that
is realised in a righteous manner, given to the proper persons
and fit to be enjoyed and not to anything else. This has been
well expressed in the present work ;—

$speiey aRIRUTA aafOSARAR, |

AT, Fai-ad gigaoa, |

AFAYANTE Foamdgaog=ay |

AT TGO q€T BT, |y

sigfiard: 83w ga9i: aegmiean |

(a%Feg V1L AeAd, 1-3 B1.)

If wealth has to be acquired in this manner, the king should
be a Dhirmika with good ministers and servants. He must
avoid bad ministers and servants. Thus in the Arthaskandha

we find a description of the ministers and others. Artha
becomes Purugirtha by being helpful to Dharma and Moksa.

Kamai—

A doubt is often raised regarding the propriety of
including Kima under Purugirthas. Moksa is the most
important of the Purusirthas. Dharma and Artha may be
regarded as Purusgirtha by their subservience 1o Moksa. How
can Kama be regarded as a Purusirtha? The answer for
this is not far to seek., The Universe is born of the wunion
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between men and women. Kama resulling in the birth of
a child helps a person to discharge his delit to his ancesstors,
All great men take up to Kiima by getting themselves married,
Hence Kama also is included under the Purusirtha by sages
like Vatsydyana and others. In the Giti also we see Sri
Krsna identifying himself with Kdma among people provided
it is not opposed to Dharma.

‘IR oY HAISRA wate (WEEEl Vi 11)

According to the dictum that one should strive for at
least subsidiary fruits in the abscnse of the primary fruit, all
persons should take to Kama and other subsidiary Purusirthas
though they are unable to strive for Moksa; and for this
purpose they should confine their Kama to their own wives.
Kama of a base order is not referred to bere, hut sulilime
Kima which is in conformity with Dharma is alone regnrded
as Purusdrtha. The following verses from the Ratipradipa
will explain this aspect very well :—

‘R @R FRTERTE |
wafoaar i gl e =egarg ||
qERGEART a1 S srafesm |
TSR T aq |
3 ARG a@ 39 wafy e )
sAidRERE Al Fsa

Moxsa :—

This is the final beatitude or the realization of Brahma.
This is the Uttama Purugartha as it is of the form of bliss
unmixed with grief and free from rebirth, The en joyment
of heaven is not Moksa as it is mixed up with grief, This
idea is well brought out in the present work :—

‘T —

siEnEg T S o BN AR e |
wiERY qeigT Gemd ¥ = )

g §ad Measas ad) go |
@RSy aa dweayea megaw ||
ARG TN 7@t 94 AP gamd |
AR saRlREdaRa Rimar
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T FEFAFGE gEl I |
A0 FATATA Fefon EERa: |)
T FAATHIG oY FFNET |
W FAIGIE ARGE FoTd |}
geqegeaEdi W @i AR gaiead |
aueE awsE a9 sRysgavad ||
(AGEFT VI o<a1d, . 55, 56, 57, 59, 62, 63)

Of these four Purusiithas Dharma and Moksa which
are Alaukikas, are understood only from the Vedas The
term Veda is defined as the means of knowing the Purugdrthas
which are Alaukikas

‘TERIHST T1 JEGUET T AT |
g e 939 qeAgged agar |\’

The Veda 1s diverse and infinite.  Certain subtle Dharmas
may be taught in some corner of the Vedas and we may not
be able to grasp them pioperly To explam all these subtle
Dhaimas even to oidinary pecople, ancient sages like Manu
and others, out of compassion, produced the Dhaimasistra,
Itihdsa, Purdna and Upapurina, which aie only an claboration
of the ideas contained m the Vedas

‘giagrgguonal 3 9g9gsad |
FEYREIYAREl AMT gaua 1)

The Vedas aire divided two-fold, the Pirvaand Uttara
Kindas, the former explaming Dharmas which are Sad/ivae and
the latter explaining the Birahma which 15 Siwddha  Ordinarily
all people are not mchined to hear a diy-as-dust lecture on
subtle truths; even if they hear, they are not able to compre-
hend them  If stories to illustrate the truths are narrated,

all will be able to understand them easily. Only for this
purpose the sages wrote the Ithdsas and Purdnas

There are 18 famous Purdnas and an equal number of
Upapurdnas, each consisting of thousands of Granthas.  On
account of the gradual degenceration of people with reference
to longivity of Itfe, health, strength, powcr, belief etc., they
are not able to study all the Purinas and determine for them-
selves what should be done and what should not be done, In
order to teach such people the four-fold Purugirthas, Si1
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Sayanicirya, who had commented upon the four Vedas and
who is the author of a number of works, compoced the work
Purusirthasudhimidbi in verse  This s now printed for the
first time by this Library.

§ri Madhavicirya, an emment <cholar and authonty on
all subjects, was the preceptor and mmster of the Vijava-
nagar King Bukka, The lking once requested hum to explun
the Purusirthas in the form of stoties so that they night Le
understood by everyone without difficulty  S11 Midhavacarya
told the king that his younger biother Sayanicdryvd, o
great scholar, had been taught all these Purdnas by himand
that he would narrate them for the hendhit of others Savana
also, obeying the command of his brothir,  seledted a fow
important anecdotes which are illustiative of the fonr-fold
Purusarthas and narrated them to the king  This collcction
of anecdotes by Siyanicirya came to be known as Purueartha-
sudhidnidhi. All these are found at the beginming of the work
itself.

‘geq ag=d wel gEe g@Ia: |
gRIeq & JIAT @0 AEA 9eAaA ||
O] & WEAAT AT AH H YETATI |
g & laamE: qEonEl aagss ||
qUoiiqguoly gemEaiiegar |
SRS A U FAD HALAF |)
8 waE awE gEEgRga |
YAl SASTREARI S JHEIETREE |
SqgaEIT O FaTEaftaud |
AREEGIHIE d@E sqafd ¥ )
&g dZrigma: gemEgaiE i |
4% g% 9 gva s30aaf qeamiy |’
(e [ sea AL 7.10, 12, 13)

The name of the work signifies that 1t 15 a 1epository of
storfes which serve the purpose of Ambrosia, helpful for the
attainment of the Purusarthas  Just as Amrta IMVIgOTAILS
those who drink 1t, so also this work Purusarthasudhinudha
removes the afflication of, and causes Joy to, all those who are
afflicted by the Samsara, as a result of their hearing the
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stories i this work  This explanation of the name 15 given at
the end of the work —
‘gEIIERIEAEAT T g B CICo

o

afkd wuAarET: geTEgaIR R ||
HH!{I"I@H"GHH"I"HI(UH"L\ ﬁfﬂ
SeAEa BT T, JENEgIEE: || (Rama, B 8, 9)

This work contains four chapters In the first, namely
Dharmaskandha, there are forty-five chapters, each chapter
expounding a particular Dharma by means of a stoty  In the
second Skandha, namely Arthaskandha, theie aie twenty-three
chapters describing the duties of the King, good and bad
servants et¢  The third, Kamaskandha has thirteen chapters
describing matters like the mairiage with a good lady. The
fourth Mokshaskandha has nincteen c(hapteis describing the
greatness of Jsvaranima, travels to holy places and philoso-
phical discussions

The plan of the work 1s to relate a particular Dharma
at the begmning of the chapter, the good that results
from the observance of that Dhaima, the narration
of a story to illustiate the Dharma and finally the advice
to the people to observe the Dhaima for the sake of
the particular fruit  Certamnly this 1s the best method for
bringing home to a pei<on the finest preces of morals Thus
the work 1s of considerable help to all people 1n the daily walk
of fe. Generally the verses which are found i the Purinas
are embodied m this work with a few omissions which are
nol useful to the context. At the commencement of every
Skandha o briecf summary, chapterwice, of the contents 1s
given Most of the stortes of the Puidnas which are
illustiative of the Purusdrthas are given in this woik  Ilence
a study of this work will be equal to a study of all the Puridnas
The author himself says

G g syl JENEAGAIRRY |
q & gaguondsaoRa ®% sud || (e, 3. 3)
In the picparation of the press copy of this work four
manuscripts have been utilized —
1. A paper manuscript deposited 1in the Madias Govern-

ment Oriental  Manuscripts  Library, Madias, Deaiing
D. No 2470. This 1s generally 1n a good condition. This manus.
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crapt is designated as “31”.  There ate many gaps in this, but
all these gaps have been filled up from the manuscript ohtamed
on loan from the Tanjore Maharaja Sexfoi’s Sarasvathi Mahal
Library, Tanjore

2 A paper manuscript from the Tanjore Mahuraja
Serfoj’s Sarasvathi Mahal Library, Tamjore Tt 1s de -
nated by “%F". In this manuscript every Shandha 10 given 4
separate number  They are 18231, 1823/, 18239 and 18242

3. A paper manuscipt from the Tantore Maharaja
Serfoji’s Sarasvatht Mahal Library, Tanjore  Itas deonated
as “®», In this also each Skandha 1s grven 4 separate numbet,

They are 18233, 18238, 18240 and 18211

4. A palm-leaf manuscript deposited i the Advar Library
bearing number 19 N. 31  This contamns the fitet chapter in
the Kamaskandha alone  Thts is designatod as <3

A list of the contents, chapter by chapter, 1+ «nven at the
beginning  The Puranas from which the stories are talen ure
also indicated in the contents In some case the nuwes of the
Puranas are not given.  Since the author Sri Navanacary tand
his brother §ri Madhavicdiva are well known literary f nres,
their date 1s not discussed here. They Ived m the conrt ot the
king Bukka of Vijayanagara Fmpire in the Idth Century A D

My thanks are due to the Pandits of thiw hibrary who
helped me in preparmg the press copy and «ollitimg the
manuscripts  Srimdns M S Vardyanathan, N S Rannmagan
and M. P. Mukundan rendered help with teference to
Dharma and Artha Skandhas while surilar help with reterence
to Kama and Moksha Skandhas was rendered by Srimans V', I,
Kalyanasundaram, T H Viswanathan and M Saiablevara
Sarma. I have also to thank Sri & CGopalun, Honorary
Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaja Setfop’s Saraayathi
Mahal Library, Tanjore, and Mr Alain Danielon, Director
of the Adyar Library, who hindly lent the manusciipts m
their Libraries for the purpose of collation  Ianally 1y
thanks are due to Sr1 N Ramarathnam, ma ,n1 | Proprictor
of the Madras Law Journal Press, Madras, fo1 the specdy
and efficient execution of the printing of this work

Govt Oriental MSS T
Library, Madras-5, CHANDRASI KHARAN,

Dated 6—5—1955. C urator,
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